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Potential Conflict of Interest
COl

The members of the editing committee of these guidelines are specialists
in diagnosis, treatment, and research in breast cancer. Most of the
members therefore have cooperations with industry. Thus, potential
conflict of interest cannot be excluded.

In order to minimize potential bias within the statements we followed the
pre-defined rules:

»

These guidelines are strictly based on available evidence from the scientific
literature.

The chapters of each edition were prepared by annually alternating teams of
authors.

Each statement and the correspondent AGO-recommendations were
thoroughly discussed within the entire group and accepted by majority
decisions.

Each member of the editing committee is required to submit a written
declaration of his/her conflicts of interests to an elected internal COl committee
on an annual basis.

Members who do not submit a COI declaration may not participate in the
guideline preparation.
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